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‘ate precisely in proportion to pido 
that _Fedemption was, demanded. Th one 


could they. be pen as legal ‘tender ; 
‘putif, by the operation of the silver law, it 


‘should become ‘probable that the notes 


would be redeemed in silver, and their re- 
demption, while gold. was being given for 
them; should be demanded, they would cease 
to be legal tender the moment they had 
passed into the Sub-Treasury. There would. 
be a gradual but ultimately certain process 
of reduction °in the jogal-tander note eur- 
rency. 

All considerations which it is possible 
now. to concsive of a8 bearing on the ad- 


“visability of an early. devision by) the Su- 


preme Court sustain it, . Congress assumed, 
inthe act. of May 31, 1878, to renew, in 
time of profound peace and ‘after the re- 
demption of the legal-tender notes in specie 
had been‘amply provided for, a forced loan, 
which was justified, at. the. time of its 
original levy, pnly by. the . most. im- 
perative necessity. There has never been 
in) the history. of our country. a more 
pernicious and “ inexcusable violation 
of the Constitution, orone which calls more 
urgently for the interposition of the judicial 
tribunal provided by that instrument to an- 
nul precisely such acts." The question 
which is raised by the act ot 1878 is an 
entirely new one. “It has not the remotest 
connection. with that raised -by the original 
legal tender legislation. The whole sub- 
ject, so far as the powers of Congress are 
concerned, is. presented . ab". initio, 
stripped of all the extraordinary. cir- 
cumstances which surrounded the act 
of .1862. It is presented in’ a le- 
gitimate- form, in a legal suit pending 
between citizens of different States, inyoly- 
ing individual }7 operty rights; and coming 
distinctly ‘within the” jurisdiction of the 
court, however rigidly defined. A degision 
rendered with all the promptness con- 
sistent. with proper deliberation, not only 
could injure no general interest but, would 
promote interests of the ‘highest possible 
importance, extent, and permanence. 
: abies abet inane RONEN nS Teena, | 


THE FRENCH CABINET CHANGES. 

M. Gamperra'is not yet prepared té come 
forth from his secure ‘position: behind the 
political curtain and take direction of the 
councils of the French Government, and ‘so 
there is only a modification of the old Min- 
istry, which will endéavor to hold the ground 
until events’ are more. fully; developed: 
Whenever in the past year tltere has been 
a hitch in the Government machinery, and 
a threat of the gding to pieces of the rather 
loosely-constructed Cabinet that followed 
MacManon’s resignation, everybody has 
looked to the’ President of the Chamber as 
the one man'who could command the confi- 


dence of a cohesive majority. But it has 


not suited the. purpose of the President of 
the Chamber to risk his prestige by heading a 
Ministry during the perilous period of tran- 
sition, perilous not so much, to.the Repub- 
lic itself asto the men who for the time being 
have the responsibility of its administra- 
tion and arethe objects of attack from those 
whose wishes cannot be met by any practi- 
eable ‘policy. GamBerra has other -yiews 
for himself. Without. taking office, he can. 
be, if not a controlling power ‘in the Gov- 
ernment; at least. a very influential one, and 
he has no intention’ of making it short- 
lived: Before the changes required for the 
success of the Republic have been com- 
pleted; and ‘affairs have: settled down into 
smooth working order, any Ministry would 
be subject to perilous chances ; if a man 
whose. influence is already recognized as’ 
preponderant should accept the position of 
chief responsibility, and in spite of his pres- 
ent’ prestige “and his administrative skill, 
should: fail ‘to satisty the discordant ele-: 
-ments of which a majority must for the 
present be formed, and should be: forced.to 
resign his task to other hands, his prestige 
would be ‘seriously Sep piree if, not, alto- 
gether ruined.) 


GamBzrra is not disposdd to take any 
such risk unless foread to it by the dan- 
get that events may take-a coursé injarious 
to the prospect of a final establishment 
of the Republic... While affairs are working 

in the right. direction, ' he chooses to keep 


‘Sloot and at the ‘same time to. use his great. 


influence in shaping their course and keop- 
ing them ata sefo momentum. Herein he 
shows his sagacity.” Doubtless, 

SC ndiphivcrort a tebe: 


ee oi ‘t ‘may. P caddinas 


ter from ee of 


is place 
Da Mame, ‘who is in close: sympathy 
: ; with the President of the Chamber, takes 
‘out in circulation, because only in that way. 


‘the helm,’ Lzrrrx, who susceeded De 
‘Manoerx © ‘a8 @ ‘concession . to; the 
more. paneer Left, holds . his’ place, 
‘as. do. others whose .. accession 
does not. te back to’ M. Wanpmanon’s 
first assumption of power, M. Cazor, the: 
new. Minister of: Justice, and ‘one of the 
readiestand most skillful speakers in the. 
Senate, belongs to the Extreme Left, and 
was an associate of the. Dictator in .1870. 
Maa@nnx; who ‘takes the folio of Finance, is 
also a Senator, was Minister of Commersé 
and Agriculture in 1870, and has shown 
considerable administrative ability. . He is 
less of ‘a theoretical financier than Lxon 
Say, but more of 4 practical politician, and 
a more ardent supporter of the controlling 
‘spirit in Freneh politics. Varroy is mere- 
ly an able engineer, and will carry forward 
the plans of Dz Freyorver. in the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. 

As the London Times remarks; the ¢ele- 
ments of the modified Cabinet are more 
moderate than might have been expeécted,. 
but the change has been a move to the Left, 
nevertheless, and still more significantly a 
move in the direction of GaMBETT«’s plans. 
How long’it will last depends on how rapid- 
ly events move, and: how far the Radicals 
gan be kept ander’ restraint. .The. chances 
are favorable to the maintenance of a Gani- 
-bettist Ministry, without Gamprrra at its 
head, and “this one will serve for thé pres- 
ent. Meantime, M. Grevy cannot be over- 
looked as a cipher,and we may. be sure that 
his: influence will’ bea restraining one 
against any violent or radical change.. As 
yet, it works substantially in harmony with 


that of the President of the Deputies. 
—______—_—_—— 


FASHION PLATES, ' 

Man, as: distinguished’ from woman; has 
no conception of the vast influence éxerted 
by the fashion plates and dress patterns 
that are scattered over the land by the pub- 
lishers of women’s periodicals. When the 
present generation was young; the fashion 
plate was regarded solely as a work of art, 


to be admired for its intrinsic beauty, and 
not-as a-guide to the tailoring. or: dreas- 


making intellect. In, that. remote. and 


simple time, the bar-room of tlie country- 


tavern was decorated with colored pictures 
of men: in transcendent trousers and glori- 
fied-eoats, and the legend ‘‘Gzn10 C. ScorT,” 
appended to these pictures, was properly es- 
teemed to be that of ‘a rénowned painter. 
Occasionally a country tailor displayed one 
of Mr. Scorr’s beautiful’ works: on the 
wall of:;his shop, but he riever dreamed that 
earthly coats and realistic trousers. should 
be cut in: accordance with the painter’s 
ideal. .When Genio C.» Scort died, a few 
aveeks ago, a generation that did not remem- 
ber him as a makér of tailors’ patterns 
mourned him ‘exclusively as an emirtent 
fishing person, learned in flies and unrivaled 
in his judgment, as to bait ;-but'in the fast- 
nesses of. the Berkshire County hill towns 
and the remote villages of Northern New- 
Hampshire the memory of Soot? the artist 
still survives, and his fashion-plates are still 
treasured in the ‘‘spare chamber” or the 


‘“keeping-room” as among the grandest { 


works of modern painters, and the only 
worthy rivals of the paintings i in the byl acie 
ington Capitol. 

It is only within the last twenty years 
that the true uses of, fashion. plates have 
become familiar to the Ambrican people. 
At the present day it is estimated .that 
every’ American. woman . consumes. an ay- 
erage quantity of five fashion plates and. 
seventeen paper patterns per annum. The 
latter are as Greek to the unlearned man, * 
and foolishness’ to the wisest of his sex, 
They are, in. appearance, large sheets of : 
thin. brown’ paper, covered with scores of” 
intricate and interlacing curves and fall of 
straight lines and angles intersecting one 
‘anotherin thé most confusing rt 


‘way. But in these mysterious hieroglyphic 


lie hidden. the ‘secrets of skirts and the | 
promise and potency of waists and talmag 
and’ gussets” of the utmost magnificence. | 
Woman :can read them with ‘an ease that 
would put CHAMPOLLION and his ablost dis- 
¢iples to the blush:,, ‘She ¢an translate 
them into silk and’ poplin. . and calico 
‘without making &.pingle error of scissorial 


syntax, and without the slightest hesitation 
in that. intricate system of tion in | 
henge “rt commas ad ee 








At ) instantly peng. nal ep manna ; 
e Sacred Ae Secs on her tiew hat. She’ 


then asserted that Cousin Mary was-beyond 
all controversy the most wicked and. unfeel- 
‘jag woman that had ever lived. “What did 


‘she send us fashions that were twenty years Pi. 


old for? She wanted us to make fools of 


ourselves by wearing hoops and. ridiculous: | 


bonnets, when’ not. anotlier living soul in 
Washington wears'them!’ Ill get even with 
that woman yet, if Idie for it.” Thus the 
indignant and wronged woman eased her 
mind, while she hurriedly packed her trunk, 


‘and by the eatly Monday. train fled with 


her daughters back fo the secrecy of their 

It was all due toam erroron the part of 
the well-meaning edusin, who had acci- 
dentally sent the fashion-plates of 1858 in- 
stead of- those of. 1878.. The ‘misery 
wrought by this mistake was deep and last- 
ing, and the incident, painful .as it was, is 
“worth relating, since it may warn other cou- 
sins to be more careful, and. incite other 
Territorial women to first make sure of the 
date of their patterns before putting im- 
plicit trust in them. 


Another would-be regicide has turned up 
in Madrid in the shape of a Red Republican 
waiter, aged 19. 6 fired two shots at the 
royal « e, but, peter in such cases, 
‘natDhar of them took effect. As the King 
of Spain was fired at rather more than a 
brgcd nal eveprene’ begin to consider the risks 

his position rather more than’ commen- 
pth with its privileges, © It is difficult to 
imagine what other purposo the European 
regicidés have «in view, except it be to 
teach some such m as the undesir- 
ability. of @ . King. . It -is . evi- 
dent, however, that while . the . stock 
of Princes waiting for employment continues 
to. be so large, some much more compre- 
hensive method of assassination than’ that 
by stray pistol-shots will have to be adopted 
before any perceptible number of thrones 
will be left vacant. Unfortunately, the 
shots: that miss the Kings tell with very 


+ fatal effect on the progress of ee frée- 


+ dom. 
i 
A new magazine begins life with the new 
yoar on the Pacific slope, and the first’ number has 
been issued in-advance of its date. It is called the 
Californian, and is published in San-Francisco {by a 
wellknown and ‘substantial house. San Fran- 
cisco ‘has. had one very good monthly, 
the Overland; it had. an exceptionally clever 
list of contributors, but it was not supported; 
its. owners discontinued it because they did, not 
care to. carry it om any longer at a. uniform loss, 
Magazines are, and have beén, as a rule, 
“very poor property 
can haraly ever last any time outside 


from successful.. More than 20 magazines have per- 
ished here, it is said, in the past 40 years, from. want 
of proper patronace. Even now very few of our 
monthiies are really remunerative, and. some of the 
best we have had have died, after resolute but un- 
availing struggles. We question if more than half s 
dozen, counting those. worthy of the mame, pay a 
fair interest on the investment. Outside. of New- 
York, of all such enterprises set ap, hardly any have 
failed to lose money steadily, and. to yield to 
the imevitable at an early day. Baltimore, Rich- 
mond, New-Orleans, St. Louis, Cincinngti, Chicago, 
nearly all the important towns, have had their. mag- 
azines, and these have come to finaacial grief. after 
ardent.expectations and affluent promises. on 
sustains the Atlantic, Philadelphia Lippincott’s, 
among the first-class monthlies; but it is Qnestion- 
able if they have been very profitable. The Ameri- 
ean public cares very little for monthliea 
The mass of people read the daily newspaper. 


/They who demand something more read books; but 


comparatively few have any interest in the interme- 
diate class of publications known as . periodicals. 
a i nan oo i 
Shere are, perhaps, few church-going persons 
who have noton somé oceasion or other been troubled 
by the performances of a neighbor who insists eon 
joining in the musical, services with wonderfully 
pious energy, but with a detestable disregard for 
time and tune. It may seem that there is no proper 
remedy. for these objectionable vocal orisons, but 
aecording toa decision of the Bench of Magistrates 
at Hampstead, England, this is not really 30. The 
Rev. Mr, BurwAsy {s the minister of a congregation 
at that place, and he has of late been much perse- 
euted by a lady who. has not a proper estimate of 
her own. vocal . ability, “which does not. ap- 
- pear to be ‘at all-commensurate with her pious 
-sincerity, The offender is in other respects an 
exeetlont. gentlewoman, of culture and. education. 
She is, however, decidedly in eg cohedce tage 
of her-volee, which is very shrill, very high, and 
very attenuated, and which she ‘exercises with: 
complete independence ,of the other worshipers. 
The result is that she has ‘inflicted upon them untold 
tortures, ‘and has so completely unstrung the, nerves 
- of the dlergyman that he finds it impossible: to con- 
tinue the serviesThe choir has also beer mach 
affieted by the lady, whose irrepressible vocal piety 
has frequently renilered. nugatory its . best-inten- 
tioned efforts. Remonstrancd with the offender has 
only evoked an expression of regret’ that her 
voice was not to the congregation, 
accompanied, © however,- by: a. strongly-expressed 
determination to perform a duty which 
‘she believes to be incumbent apor her. Under such 
amg ged at Mr. Bvanasy reelted the 


: Troubitr 
ee tok disquieting, the onan the. 
Soeaable whieh expresses "the offense ot the defend. 3 














in. this eountry. They 
“of the 
commereial Metropolis, where they have been far 


eome!’. And, gentlemen of the jury) you who are. 
yourselves husbands and fathers, won't. you let him © 
| gohome!” The members of the ‘jury were listen: 


ing with wet eyes, and leaniug toward the eloquent’ - 


adyoeate, The foreman, « big, brawny, aieaplos > 
hearted farmer, the tears. on his suabarned cheeks, 
was s0 carried away that, thinking the question pre 


dressed personally to him and demanding 
exclaimed ina choking voice, ' Yes, Box, nen te 


him gohome." InceRsout had not half completed 
his argument, bnt he kzlew that that’ was the su. 
preme moment, and sat down. The Proseenting At 
torney made.a long speesh in reply, but it was, of, . 
course, éntirely vain, The jury, after being out fire 
mimutes, returned a unanimous verdict for acquittal: 






if 


Inan article entitled “First Familias’ of the. 


Atlantic,” to be found im the January number of 
Harper's Magazine, certain assertions are. advanced = 
in regard. to the habits of the mackerel, whieh are 
entirely of an- ex parte character, and might unin- 
tentionally act injuriously to our’ interests, in case 
fature disputes arose between the Provinces and the 
United States on the fishery question, Tne writer 
states that, ‘' seeking a soft muddyjor sandy bed at 
the approach of Winter, it [the mackerel, } buries itself 


(therein, first drawing s scale: or film over each eye.” 


Ina prior paragraph of this same article the poss!- 
bility of the hihernation of the mackerel is ad- 
vanced. . Now, exactly these two arguments. were 
presented by Prof. Hurp, who wished to prove that 
the mackerel was a local fish, in favor of the Prov 
inees, whish assertions were entirely refuted by Prof, 
Spencer T, Barrp, Setretary of the: Smithsonian 
Institution, and by Prof. G. Browx.Goopz. . The 
great argament used by thé Previneial fish experts 
was to show that the. mackerol. belonged to their 
waters, and the ideas of hibernation were there- 
fore represented. If this had been granted, our case 
would: have had, as far as mackerel go, little to rest 
uron, As to hibernation of.the mackerel, there are 
innumerable. reasons to suppose that nothing of the 
kind exists. In fact hibernation is one of those ishthy- 
ological questions whieh require very long research 
to know anything about. 16 Goes seem that sturgeon 
in Russian waters, and earp in. cold temperatures, 
take to the * mind; and may, perhaps, 
do something like hibernation tut this 
habit has no precedent in sea-fish. It may happen 
that s few individuals of the scomber family have. 
been inclosed in the Winter season in the waters of 
the Newfoundland coast. Such cases have undoubt- 
edly happened, for on page 62, of the late report of 
the United States Conimission, the statement is made 
that in a fiver of Nova Scotia where asehool of 
mackerel had been detained, the fish were speared 
ont ofthe mud. Returning to the numbing effects 
of cold: weather on sea-fish, in order to show how 
unusual it must be, the American turbot is taken 
with hooks in the dead of Winter under the floe ice 
of North Greenland at a depth of 300 fathoms. If 
sea-fish were mummified. in. the oceean depths 
by the cold, because ai the deeper strata of the 
o¢ean temperatures aré fairly uniform, once’a fish 
had hibernated; his sleep might continue on forever. 
There can be no better proof of the migratery 
character of the mackerel than to. elite a para- 
graph from the Oape Ann. Advertiser, published 
this ‘week, where the ‘faet: is annouriced that 
the mackerel fleet - Have gone’ off Hat 
teras. in ‘hopes of \ securing mackerel, and 
that some time ago ‘‘ vessels* reported having sailed 
through immense schools for forty miles.” The film 
‘ayer’ the eye of mackerel Prof, Hiwp placed great 
stress on, as he sapposed it wass preparatory step 
to the hibernating, process. Now, this film over the 
eye, as Mr. Goops shows, is not peeuliar to the 
scombers, for many fish, such as the, shad, the ale 
wife, the menhaden, the biue-fish, the mulles,. the 
lake whitefish, and various eyprinoid fishes, have 
this membrane, though ig naver does ecver the 








whole eye. The fact remains also to. be proved that 


askin forms over the eye in Winter caly, The 
writer of: this article has apparently called his facts ' 
in regard to mackerel from one side, and. has read 
most superfisially the whole of the testimony. » “Pab 


lie doeuments” are zarely of én Guudsheal dination! 2 


bat when they happen tq:be of interest, as were 
those published as “The Award of the Pishéries 
Commission,” it is:most. unfortunate when false de- 
ductions are derived from them. © 


‘PERSONAL AND POLITICAL. ° 
aR raei co : 


The Rothe (Ga.) Tribune advises the Sonth to 


Ses ea sheneabeheaiceginey ae na sia SO 


in developing its resources. 


The New-Orleans Democrat urges “the Hon. 
John McEnery for United States Senator ee 
Louisiana for the next term. 


The Troy Press cava: tiibk Dr. Jesse Billings, 


father of Jesse Billings, Jr., pages weal aa 


home tn Northumberland, Saratoga County, 
years. a 


The Hon. Charles Foster will be- 
Governor of Onio on Monday; Jani 12. There will 
be a parade of National Guard regiments and inde- 
pendent companies. Pe 


The San Fransisco Mite says that George 6. 


Gorham's leadership. has wroaght only ruin to the 
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